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Public Law 105—225
105th Congress

An Act

To revise, codify, and enact without substantive change certain general and peniianent laws, related to patriotic and national observances,
ceremonies, and organizations, as title 36, United States Code, “Patriotic and National Observances, Ceremonies, and Organizations”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE,

Certain general and permanent laws of the United States, related to patriotic and national observances, ceremonies,
and organizations, are revised, codified, and enacted as tide 36, United States Code, “Patriotic and National
Observances, Ceremonies, and Organizations”, as follows:

TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES,
CEREMONIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS
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CHAPTER 1701—PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA
Sec.
170 101. Organization.
170 102. Purposes.
170103. Membership.
170104. Powers.
170105. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges.
170106. Restrictions.
170107. Headquarters and principal place of business.
170108. Recordsand inspection.
170109. Service of process.
170110. Liability for acts ofofficers and agents.
17011 t. Distribution of assets on dissolution or final liquidation.

§ 170101. Organization
(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—Paralyzed Veterans of America (in this chapter, the “corporation”) is a federally chartered

corporation.
(b) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE. Except as otherwise provided, the corporation has perpetual existence.

§ 170102. Purposes
The purposes of the corporation are—
(1) to preserve the great and basic truths and enduring principles on which this Nation was founded;
(2) to form a national association for the benefit of individuals who have suffered injuries or diseases of the spinal

cord;
(3) to acquaint the public with the needs and problems ofparaplegics;
(4) to promote medical research in the several fields connected with injuries and diseases of the spinal cord,

including research in neurosurgery and orthopedics and in genitourinary and orthopedic appliances; and
(5) to advocate and foster complete and eflbctive reconditioning programs for paraplegics, including a thorough

physical reconditioning program, physiotherapy, competent walking instructions, adequate guidance (both
vocational and educational), academic and vocational education (both in hospitals and in educational



institutions), psychological orientation and readjustment to thmily and friends, and occupational therapy (both
functional and diversional).

§ 170103. Membership
An individual is eligible for membership in the corporation if the individual
(I) is a citizen of the United States;
(2) was regularly enlisted, inducted, or commissioned, and was accepted for or on active duty, in the Army, Navy,

Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard of the United States or an ally of the United States;
(3)(A) was separated from service in the Anned Forces under conditions other than dishonorable; or

(B) is on active duty or must continue to serve after the cessation of hostilities; and
(4) has suffered a spinal cord injury or disease, whether or not service connected in origin.

§ 170104. Powers
(a) SPEcWIC POWERS. The corporation may—
(I) adopt and amend a constitution and bylaws;
(2) adopt and alter a corporate seal, emblems, and badges;
(3) choose officers, representatives, and agents as necessary to carry out the purposes of the corporation;
(4) make contracts;
(5) accept gifts, legacies, and devises that will further the purposes of the corporation;
(6) acquire, o~411, lease, encumber, and transfer property as necessary to carry out the purposes of the corporation;
(7) borrow money, issue instruments of indebtedness, and secure its obligations by granting security interests in its

property;
(8) establish, regulate, and discontinue subordinate State and regional organizations and local chapters or posts;
(9) establish and maintain offices to conduct the affairs of the corporation;
(10) publish a magazine, newspaper, and other publications;
(11) sue and be sued; and
(12) do any other act necessary and proper to carry out the purposes of the corporation.
(b) PRIVILEGES OF OTHER NATIONAL VErERAN5’ ORGANIZATIONS.

Privileges granted to other national veterans’ organizations as a result of their being incorporated by Congress are
also granted to the corporation.

§ 170105. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges
The corporation and its State and regional organizations and local chapters or posts have the exclusive right to use
the name “Paralyzed Veterans ofAmerica” and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation lawfully adopts.

§ 170106. RestrIctions
(a) PRoFit—The corporation may not engage in business for profit.
(b) SrocK.—The corporation may not issue stock.
(c) POLnICAL ArrIvrrIEs.—The corporation shall be nonpolitical and may not provide financial aid to, or otherwise

promote the candidacy of; an individual seeking public office.
(d) DISrRmUrI0N OF INCOME OR ASSETS.-~—The income or assets of the corporation may not inure to the benefit of; or

be distributed to, a director, officer, member, or employee during the life of the corporation or on its dissolution
or final liquidation. This subsection does not prevent the payment of reasonable compensation to an officer or
employee or reimbursement for actual necessary expenses in amounts approved by the board of directors.

(e) LOANS.—The corporation may not make a loan to a director, officer, member, or employee. Directors who vote
for or assent to making such a loan, and officers who participate in making the loan, are jointly and severally
liable to the corporation for the amount of the loan until it is repaid.

§ 170107. Headquarters and principal place of business
The headquarters and principal place of business of the corporation shall be in the District of Columbia. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to the District of Columbia but may be conducted throughout the
States, territories, and possessions of the United States.

§ 170108. Records and Inspection
(a) RECoRDs—The corporation shall keep—
(I) correct and complete records of account;



(2) minutes of the proceedings of its members, executive committee, and committees having any of the authority of
its executive committee; and

(3) at its principal office, a record of the names and addresses of its members entitled to vote.
(b) INSPECTION.—A member entitled to vote, or an agent or attorney of the member, may inspect the records of the

corporation for any proper purpose, at any reasonable time.

§ 170109. Service of process
As a condition to the exercise of any power or privilege granted by this chapter, the corporation shall file, with the
secretary of state or other designated official of each State, territory, or possession of the United States in which an
organization, chapter, or post is organized, the name and address of an agent in that State, territory, or possession on
whom legal process or demands against the corporation may be served.

§ 170110. Liability for acts of officers and agents
The corporation is liable for the acts of its officers and agents acting within the scope of their authority.

§ 170111. Distribution of assets on dissolution or final liquidation
On dissolution or final liquidation of the corporation, any assets remaining after the discharge or satisfactory
provision for discharge of all liabilities shall be transferred to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to be applied to the
care and comfort ofparalyzed veterans.

(P.L. 105-225, 112STAT. 1253, 1439-1442;36U.S.C. § 170101 elseq.)



Public Law 92-93
I~!0 92nd Congress, H. R. Z894

August 11. 1971

Sn 2rt 65 StAT. 317
To Incorporate the P.ralyd Veterans of America.

Be it enaetet by the Snot. mad Noun of Rqnnntutivn of the
United States of America in Congress anerdble4 That the fOllOWing Paralyzed
persons, to wit: Burton Little, Chickasaw Alabama; Tom Gcggin, ~
Phoenix, Arizona• Leonard Chrysler, Los Altos, california; Wayne I. °“~°‘~

Capson, Garden brove, California; George Bna4.t, Silver Spring, Iitoi~oitm
Merylad; Robert Clesson, New York, New York; Edward 0. Mn.
‘well, Miami, florida; Claude C.~ Irmo~ South Carolina;
Benny Techetter, Sioux P°”~ South Dakota; Federick T. Gill,~
Station, Keatucky~ Lee 7t~r.ah..m, Ww~n, Michigan; Conrad i11.
Stndmger, Mempius, Tennessee’ Curley Gullet, Detiver, Colorado;
Charles Swartx, Jiarbiehead, tJn.e,husetts. Bohvar Rivera, Rio
Paedns, Puerto Rico’ James Schwiem, PasaAena, Texas: Robert T.

Pittsburgh, 1’ennsylvania; Glenn K Mayer, Wmn, Illinois;
S NOVakJRChIDOIId, Virginia; end such other persons as en mem
bers of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, end their associates end
auccsors, are hereby created end declared to be a body corporate by
the name of Paralysed Veterans of America (hereinafter referred to
as the “corporation”).

Szc. 2. The persons named in the first section of this Act, or their
successors, are hereby authorized to complete the orginiratict of the
corporation by the selection of officers, the adoption of a

____

end bylaws, and the doing of such other acte as maybe necessary for

objects and purposes of the corporation shell be— Purpose.
(a) to preserve the great and besic truths and enduring prin

ciples upon which this Nation was founded;
(b) to form a national association for the benefit of persons

who have suffered injuries or diseases of the spinal cord
(c) to acquaint the public with the needs and proi,lems of

paraplegics;
(d) to promote medical research in the several fields .‘n~nwt.d

with In)uns and diseases of the spinal cord, including research
in neurosurgery and orthopedics and in genitourinary and ortho
pedic appl1a’—; and

(e) to advocate and foster complete and effective recondition
ing programs for paraplegics, including a thorough physical
reconditioning program, physiotherapy, competent w.llrhig
instructions, adequate guidance (both vocational and educe.
dons)), academic and vocational education (both in hospitAls end
‘in educational institutions), psychological orientation and read
justment to family and friends, and occupationAl therapy (both
functional and diversions)).

Sac. 4. The corporation shall have perpetual succession and shall Powers.
have power—

(a) tosueandbesued;
(b) to acquire, hold, and dispose of such real and personal

property as may be nec~ry to carry out the corporate purposes;
Cc) to make and enter into contncts~
(d) to accept gifts, legacies, and devises which will further

the corporate purposes;
(e) to borrow money for the purposes of the corporation, issue

bonds therefor, and secure the sanifly mortgage, subject in every
case to all applicable provisions of Federal end State law;

(f) toadoptundelteracorporateseal; 1.1
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(g) to establish, regulate, and discontinue subordinate State
and regional organizations and local chapters or poas

(h) to choose such officers, representatives, and agents as may

(‘wrdnjf~rrOOfldUC~ ~
affairs of the corporation;

(5) toadoptandalteraoaitutionandbylawsnotinconsistent
with law;

(k) topnM~I. a newspaper magazine, or other pubhcations;
(1) to adopt and alter emblems and badge; ane
(m) to do any and all acts and things ne~ry and proper

to accomplish the objects and purpoem ol the corporation.
Sac-S. The corporation shall have no power to lane capital stack

or engage in India for pecuniary profit or gain.
Sm 0. The corporation shall be nonpolitical and, nan organization,

shall not funish financial aid to, or otherwise promote the candidacy
of any person seeking public office.

Heeb.nhip, btCL 7.Any American citizen shall be elWble for membership in the
eligibility, corporation who was regularly enlisted, inducted, or commisioned,

and who accepted for, or was on, active duty in the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard of the United States, or our
allies. Servic, with the Armed Forces must have been terminated by
discharge or separation from service under conditions other than dis
honorable: J%eejjed, kowevfr That persons otherwise ebgib1e for
membership who are on activ,duty or who must continue to serve sitar
the ceabon of hostilities are aleo eligible for membership: And pie.
viSed junker, flat membership shift be limited to such persons as
have suffered spinal cord injuries ore---- wb.d,ar service c.nctad
or nonservice connected In origin.

Sac. 8. The headquarters and principal place of b’~” of said
corporation shall be located in the District of Columbia, but the —.
tiesofeaid aseetoutharein,shaflnotbeennflnaltosazd
city, but be conducted throughout the ..vml States and any
territory orp—’onof the UniteiStata.

S.c. 0. In the event of a final disolution or liquidation of such cor
poratiou~and after the discharge or sw.ti.f.nory provisions for the dis
charge of all its liabilities, the remaining amets of the said corporation
shall be transferred to the Veterans’ Administration to be applied to
the an and comfort of paralyzed veterans. -

“Paniynd S.c. 10. The corporation and it. State and regional organizations
Vetenns of and local cbaQten or poets shall have the sole and exclusive riuht to
An rioa’, have and use in carrying out its purpoese the name “ParslyzjVet
en lusive erans of America,” d such seals, emblems, and badge as the corpo.

• ration may lawfully adopt
Sm 11. The corporation shall keep correct and complete books and

availability, records of account and shall also keep minutes of the proceedings of
its member; executive committee, and committee, having any of the
authority of the executive committee; and shall keep at its registered
office or principal office a record giving the n.’n~ and addreaea of its
members entitled to vote- sad permit all books and records of the
corporation to be inspected by any member or his agent or his attorney
for any proper purpose at any reasonable time.

Sm 12. As a condition precedent to the exercise of any power or
privilege herein granted or conferred, the corporation shall file in the
office of the Secretary of each State or of any territory or poaeesn
of the United States, in which organizations, chapters, or poets may
be organized, the name and poet office address of an authorized agent

vhom local pm or demands against the corporation may be

1~2
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Sm 18. Such provisions, priviletes. and prerogatives as have been
granted heretofore to other nationa veterans’ organizations by virtue
of their being incorporated by Congia are hereby granted ana acate
to the Paralyzed Veterans of America.

Sac. 14. (a) No part of the income or .~ of the corporation shall
inure t a member, director, officer, or employee of the corporation
or be daibuteble to any person during the life of the corporation or
upon its dimolution or final liquidation. Nothing in this suinethon,
however, shall be construed to prevent the payment of resoneble
compensation to officers and employees of the corporation or to pre
vent their reimbursement for actual neceesary expenses in amounts
approved by the corporation’s board of directors.

(b) The corporation shall not make loans to its members, c~cers,
directors, or employees. Any director who votes for or as..th to the
“—king .1 such a ken, and any officer who participates in the making
of a shall be jointly and severally liable to the corporation
for the amount of such loan until the repayment thereof.

Sn 18. The corporation shall be liable for the acts of its officers z.~aiut7.
and agents when acting within the scope of their authority.

S.c. 16. The provisions of sections 2 and 8 of the At of August 80,
1964 (86 U.S.C 1102, 1108), untitled “An Act to provide for audit
of accounts of private corporations established under Federal law” is stat. 635.
shall apply with respect to the corporation.

S.c. 11. The_rigbt to alter, nww~, or repeal this Act 1. hereby
expressly rc..rnd.

Approved August 11. 1971.

Speaker of IA. Noun of Repnnntatives.

LmThIA?zvz IUSTOW.

InSt a~or No. 92—129 (Ca. m the District of Celanbia).
SDUIE mor No. 92-323 (ace. en the District el Coliabia).
C~t~S tONAL P~OIlD, Vol. U7 (1971)’

Apr. 27, oceidered at passed Noise.
Aug. 2, ocusidered and passed S.~te.



PVA’S KEY OBJECTIVE

The Key Objective of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is to take those actions
necessary to restore spinal cord injured or diseased veterans’ bodies and life potentials
as closely as is humanly possible to those Americans not suffering spinal cord
dysfunction. This will be accomplished by the coordinated efforts of the PVA
organization through programs:

• To advocate for and monitor the delivery of high quality and appropriate health care
benefits and services.

• To assist in identifying and securing veterans’ benefits and other benefits for spinal
cord injured and diseased veterans and others as appropriate.

• To promote medical research to cure spinal cord dysfunction and other related
problems.

• To educate society on the attitudinal, physical and legal barriers which confront
persons with disabilities and to influence the removal of those barriers.

• To provide information to and opportunities for health promotion, recreation,
employment, sports, services and camaraderie for spinal cord injured and diseased
veterans and others as appropriate.

• To provide for cooperation with and seek the support of other groups and individuals
who share PVA’s objectives.

• To acquaint the public with the current and ongoing needs and current and past
contributions of America’s veterans.

• To acquaint the public with simple and effective means for reducing the risk of or
preventing spinal cord injury.

• To promote involvement of the public in national and local activities that support
PVA’s mission.


